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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 19, 22 and 23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 3-9, 1 9 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by sturgeon et al (US 6,064,385), hereinafter referenced as Sturgeon. 

For claim 1, Sturgeon teach an apparatus to process an audio/video program, 
comprising: 

a preferences module configured to 

coordinate specification, by a first user, of a first set of presentation settings with 
a first set of portions of said audio/video program and with said first user, and 

coordinate specification, by a second user, of a second set of presentation 
settings with a second set of portions of said audio/video program and with said second 
user (e.g. abstract, column 4, lines 20-31 , the examiner considers that the "current user 
preference value" and the "new preference value" can be set by the first user and the 
second user, respectively. It is an inherent feature that the system of Sturgeon can be 
used by different users to change the set up value during playback); and 
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a presentation module coupled to said preferences module, said presentation 
module being configured to, 

during subsequent playback of said audio/video program for said first user, 
selectively apply said first set of presentation settings to said first set of portions of said 
audio/video program, and selectively apply said second presentation setting to said 
second portion of said audio/video program (e.g. column 4, lines 31-41). 

during subsequent playback of said audio/video program for said second user, 
selectively apply said second set of presentation settings to said second set of protions 
of said audio/video program (e.g. column 4, lines 31-41). 

For claim 19, Sturgeon teach a method of processing an audio/video program, 
comprising: 

coordinating a first user-specified display setting with a first portion of said 
audio/video program (e.g. abstract, column 4, lines 20-31, the examiner considers that 
the "current user preference value" and the "new preference value" can be set by the 
first user and the second user, respectively. It is an inherent feature that the system of 
Sturgeon can be used by different users to change the set up value during playback); 

coordinating a second user-specified setting with a second portion of said 
audio/video program, said first user-specified display setting and said second user- 
specified display setting corresponding to different ones of a letterbox setting, a non- 
square zoom setting, a pan and scan setting, and a pillar-box setting (e.g. column 8, 
lines 51-65); 
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determining an intermediate display setting based on said first user-specified 
display setting and said second user-specified display setting; 

coordinating said intermediate display setting with an intermediate portion of said 
audio/video program, said intermediate portion of said audio/video program being 
positioned between said first portion of said audio/video program and said second 
portion of said audio/video program (e.g. It is an inherent feature that the system of 
Sturgeon can be used by three different users to change the set up value during 
playback. For example, a current user sets up the "current user preference value", a 
new user sets up the "new preference value", and then another new user sets up a 
"another new preference value", during playback. The portion of the video corresponds 
to the "new preference value" is the intermediate portion of the video corresponds to the 
"current user preference value" and the "another new preference value"); and 

coordinating playback of said audio/video program based on said first user- 
specified display setting, said intermediate display setting, and second user-specified 
display setting (e.g. column 4, lines 31-41). 

Claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 19 above 

For claim 3, Sturgeon teach at least one of said first set of presentation setting 
and said second set of presentation settings corresponds to one of an audio setting and 
a display setting (e.g. column 8, lines 51-65). 

For claim 4, Sturgeon teach said audio setting corresponds to one of an audio 
channel setting, an audio field setting, an audio format setting, a dynamic range setting, 
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a language setting, a pitch setting, a playback speed setting, a tone setting, and a 
volume setting (e.g. column 4, lines 31-41). 

For claim 5, Sturgeon teach said display setting corresponds to one of a 
brightness setting, a black and white setting, a contract setting, a color setting, a fast 
motion setting, a flicker setting, a gamma setting, a hue setting, a letter box setting, a 
non-square zoom setting, a pan and scan setting, a pillar-box setting, a pixel blurring 
setting, a pixel sharpening setting, a red-eye setting, a slow motion setting, and a zoom 
setting (e.g. column 4, lines 31-41). 

For claim 6, Sturgeon teach preference module is configured to coordinate 
storage of said first set of presentation settings for said first user, and said preferences 
module is configured to coordinate storage of said second set of presentation settings 
for said second user (e.g. column 4, lines 20-31 ). 

For claim 7, Sturgeon teach a memory coupled to said preferences modules and 
said presentation module, said memory being configured to store said first set of 
presentation setting for said first user and said second set of presentation setting for 
said second user (e.g. column 7, lines 25-40). 

For claim 8, Sturgeon teach coordinate said specification of said first set of 
presentation settings with said first set of portions of said audio/video program based on 
input by said first user during initial playback of said audio/video program e.g. abstract, 
column 4, lines 20-31). 

For claim 9, Sturgeon teach coordinate said specification of said first set of 
presentation settings with said second set of portions of said audio/video program 
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based on input by said second user during initial playback of said audio/video program 
e.g. abstract, column 4, lines 20-31). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sturgeon 
as applied to claims 1 , 3-9, 19 and 22 above, and further in view of Durden et al (US 
2004/ 0,261 ,099 A1). 

For claim 2, Sturgeon fail to teach a time stamp. Durden et al teach a time 
stamp (paragraph [0072]). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Durden et al into the 
teaching of Sturgeon for user to easily modify the video. 

6. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sturgeon as applied to claims 1, 3-9, 19 and 22 above, and further in view of Kruihara et 
al (US 5,754,243). 

For claim 23, Sturgeon fails to teach interpolating display setting. Kruihara et al 
teach a letter-box interpolation method, which is considered to be interpolating display 
setting, column 2, lines 37-45. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time the invention was made to perform interpolation on two different display 
setting to reduce the roundness to the lest and right portion of the display images 
(Kruihara et al, columnl, lines 54-57). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Chen et al (US 7,391 ,963 B2). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daquan Zhao whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1119. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 -5, alt Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai Q, can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Daquan Zhao 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



